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Defending Clients
Ethical attorneys are expected to represent their side (whether it is the prose-
cution or the defense) to the best of their ability. Criminal defense attorneys 
frequently receive a great deal of flak for representing suspected offenders. 
However, defendants have a constitutional right to such representation. 
Defense attorneys have an assortment of legal defenses they can use to rep-
resent their clients. These defenses center on the intent of the defendant. If 
the defendant did not have the intent to commit a crime, then he or she can-
not be held responsible (and punished) for the criminal act (see Figure 11.7).

Entrapment

If the defense can show that the offender was induced to commit crime by 
law enforcement, the defense of entrapment may be used as an “excuse” or 
reason why the crime was committed. This means that a law enforcement 
officer created an opportunity for a crime where there otherwise would not 
have been one and that the offender was persuaded to commit the act by 
the police. However, it is legally permissible for law enforcement to provide 
opportunities for crime with undercover agents. The question for the jury 
becomes the police’s role in the offense: Did the police go too far or make 

it too easy for the offender to commit an offense that he 
or she otherwise would not have committed?

Self-Defense

Self-defense is probably the most well-known defense to 
a criminal act. One could argue that the criminal offense 
occurred in order to ensure the defendant’s own safety in 
the face of certain injury or harm. Legally, the self-defense 
argument can be used only if the defendant had no “path 
of retreat” or alternative to the use of force. The defense 
must show that the offender believed that he or she was in 
immediate danger of being harmed by another person and 
had no other option but to use harm to protect himself or 
herself. Moreover, the extent of the injury must be reason-
able with the degree of the perceived threat.

Stand Your Ground and the Castle Doctrine

Related to self-defense are the “stand your ground” 
and castle doctrine defenses. Stand your ground laws 

Which of the following is an example of misconduct by attorneys?

(a) Bringing a frivolous lawsuit, (b) Making false statements in court,  
(c) Bribing a judge, (d) Providing false evidence, (e) All of the above
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self-defense: A legal 
defense, according to which a 
crime is committed in order to 
save oneself or someone nearby 
from death or great harm.

The answer can be found on page 522.
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